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Introduction 
The ICES Data Centre has been investigating ways in which we can improve the process of assigning platform codes, both for users of the platform code process and for us 
as administrators of the platform codes. This has resulted in the development of the Platform Code Request Application. The purpose of the new system is to: 
 

 Place the whole workflow process (from request > to acceptance > to assignment) on the Internet 
 

 Allow management and administration to take place in one application 
 

 Allow all platform code requests/amendments to be handled in a standard way, in one place 
 

 Give users an online report of status on requests as well as views of all the history behind a specific platform code or request 
 

 Give users more power to update requests with additional information 
 

 Capture all communication and amendments in an automated audit trail through the application 
 

 Exploit Web Services etc. to automate request updates 
 

URL  
http://vocab.ices.dk/Request/Login.aspx 

Browser Requirements 
 

 A JavaScript enabled browser 

 Tested with Firefox 3.0+, IE 7+, Opera 9+ and Safari 3+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://vocab.ices.dk/Request/Login.aspx
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Added features and changes 
 

The following section describes added features and new changes in the version 1.0.5.  

Added features: 

 Additional attributes have been added: Native name, Synonyms, MMSI, and WOD code. These have been added to help identify vessels and aid in linking data with 
the correct platform. 

 

 Deprecation flag is now available and will be used for the “unknown codes” such as “3599” and the “Discontinued” codes where NOAA and ICES had code 
conflicts. 

 

 Assigning 6-digit codes is now possible. These can be used when 4-digit codes run out or when new platform classes are added. 
 

 Assigning multiple countries to a platform is now possible. This may be needed for platforms such as satellites. 
 

Changes: 

 Lloyds URL field has been discontinued and Lloyds information has been moved to the Info Source field. Not many users subscribe to Lloyds so this information is 
not available for viewing. 
 

 The comment field is no longer available from the Attribute form but can be reached (as in the previous version) by the Comment tab. This is to give more room 
on the Attribute form now that more fields are available. 
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Registration & Login  
All Platform Group members have automatically been 

given user accounts to access the system.  We have also 

invited previous requesters of platform codes to access 

the system. 

If you do not have a login account then please contact 

accessions@ices.dk to request one. 

 

 

Quick Code Status Check 
You can use this simple look up tool to check the current 

status of a Platform Code request, without the needing to 

log in. 

 

 

Forgotten your password? 
We have provided a simple Password Reminder form.   

Login details will be e-mailed to a valid e-mail address 

held within the system. 

 
 

mailto:accessions@ices.dk


5 

 Help Documentation & E-Mail Support 

 
 

 

 

 

User Guide & E-Mail Support: 

You can view this Getting Started -User Guide at any time by 

following the link at the top of the main form. 

Need Help? 

If you encounter an error whilst using the application please do 

not hesitate to contact via e-mail for further support. Please 

provide as much information as possible and we shall attempt 

to resolve the issues as quickly as we can.  
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The Main Input Form 

Searching for Platform Codes 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Search for existing/pending Codes: 

 Select Attribute to search by 

 Filter by Status Type 

 Enter your keyword(s) 

 Select string match type 

Click the  icon to start the search. 

Quick Filters: 

 View My Requests – these are Platform 

Codes you have requested.  This is also 

the default view when you log in. 

 View Pending Requests – a quick view of 

all pending requests in the list 

 View Deprecated codes – these are 

codes that should no longer be used but 

are kept for linking to legacy data.  

 View Alert Flags – these are for codes 

that have conflicts 

Result List: 

 Platform Code (sortable) 

 Platform Name (sortable) 

 Status (sortable) 

Clicking on a Name link in the list will load 

the data for this Platform into the main 

tabs. 
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Code Request Status  
 

 

Request Status: 

Clicking the  Info button will display a key to 

the status and time being taken to assign codes 

(and resolve issues).   

To close the popup window, click anywhere 

outside of it. 

Pending Requests: 

Until a Code request has been confirmed by 

the Platform Group and the US NODC/NOAA it 

will not be available in the ICES RECO 

database. 
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Code Request Flags  

 

Alert Flag: 

Any user can check the Alert Flag to 

indicate a conflict which needs to be 

resolved. 

When checked, the Add/View Comments 

tab will be highlighted in red. 

Deprecated Flag: 

When a code should no longer be used, the 

deprecated flag will be checked.  
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Code/Request Information Tabs 

Attributes Tab 
 

 

Attributes Tab: 

The Attributes tab displays the attributes, current 

status and supporting information about the selected 

Platform Code.  The supporting information helps ICES 

correctly identify the platform/vessel. 

Multiple-Hulls & Same Vessels: 

These boxes display any platform codes that are 

related to the selected code. 

A more detailed explanation can be found at Definition 

of Multiple Hulls 

. 
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View Attribute Definitions 

 

 

 
 

 

Attribute Definitions: 

Use the View/Hide Attribute 

Definitions link to display a list 

of detailed definitions of the 

attributes. 
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Attribute History Tab 
 

 

 
 

 

 

View Attribute History Tab: 

The Attribute History tab displays all of 

the attribute values that have been 

submitted for this code over its 

lifetime, e.g. who, what and when. 

The Accepted checkbox column shows 

whether the submitted value was 

accepted or rejected as a ‘correct’ 

value. 

Submit Attribute(s): 

Use the Submit Attributes link 

(also on the Main Tab) to open 

a form that will allow you to 

submit additional attribute 

values for the selected platform 

code. 
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Comments Tab 
 

 

 
 

 

 

View Comments Tab: 

The Comments tab displays a view of all comments that have 

been added for the selected Platform Code.   

The ability to add comments assists ICES Data Managers to 

resolve issues of Platform identification. 

Note: if the tab title is highlighted red then the Alert Flag has 

been checked and indicates that there is an issue that needs to 

be resolved with this Platform code.  

Add New Comment: 

Use the Add New Comment link to display 

a popup form that will allow you to add a 

comment about this platform code.   

ICES will receive an automated e-mail 

notification for your comment. 
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Action History Tab 
 

 

 

 

 
 

View Action History Tab: 

The Action History tab displays a historical list 

of administrative ‘actions’ and events that 

have been performed during the lifetime of 

the selected platform code. 

These actions are automatically generated by 

the application and cannot be created 

manually. 
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Requesting a New Code 
 

 

Requesting a New Platform Code: 

Follow this link to open the submission form.  

(See next page for details) 
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The Request Form 

 

Mandatory/Optional Attributes: 

The Platform Group has agreed the following 

minimum requirements for requesting a New 

Platform Code (but please try to provide as much 

information as possible): 

 Name 

 Country (Country of registration) 

 Plus, at least one of the following: 

o Call Sign 

o IMO 

o Notes 

 

Save / Reset / Close: 

 Save Changes – saves the current code request.  This will begin the 

process of checking your request against existing codes, etc. You will 

receive a confirmation e-mail when completed.  ICES will also be notified. 

 Reset form – clears the form data  

 Close -  cancels requests and closes window 



16 

 

Viewing Matching Codes (and returning to Input Form) 

 

 

 
 

Matching Codes Warning: 

When you Save your request the application 

will check the Name field for existing Codes 

that are a close match and display an 

appropriate message. 

View Matching Codes: 

If matching codes are found, you will be 

presented with a link to view them on the 

main form.   Clicking View Matching Codes 

will close the pop-up window and loads the 

matching codes into the main result list. 

Continue Saving Code Request: 

If you are happy with the information you have provided 

then you can continue saving the code request by 

clicking the Save Request link.  On success, you will be 

returned to the Main form. 
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Submitting Additional Information 
 

 

Submitting Additional Attributes: 

When you click the Submit Attributes link a popup 

entry form will appear loaded with the currently 

accepted attributes for the selected Platform Code. 

Any additional or updated attributes will be recorded 

in the Attribute History after you save the changes.  

You will also receive an e-mail confirmation. 

Note: You can submit additional attributes at any time. 

All attributes will need to be confirmed by ICES before 

a Code is assigned or updated. 
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Definition of Multiple Hulls (Platform codes) 

Rationale 
To enable the same research vessel name to be searched and tracked back through time, it was necessary to setup the multiple hull (instance) approach. This was agreed 

as a workaround as the platform codes and associated vessel names have been used through time to refer to different hulls under the same vessel name (where vessels 

have been commissioned and decommissioned under the same name). Therefore it is not possible to simply remove these codes and assign new unrelated codes. 

How it works 
A platform code relating to different instances (i.e. hulls) of the same research vessel name is or has been assigned as the platform parent code. Child platform codes are 

then created and linked to the parent code (the parent has no associated attributes, except ISO country and Platform Class). Each child code represents a different 

instance of the research vessel, and should have a commissioned and decommissioned date associated with it, or attribute changes as agreed by the platform content 

management group to denote a change in vessel instance.  

For example, the parent platform code is PLEX and this has 3 child instances (different hulls) 

Child 

Platform 

Commissioned 

Date 

Decommissioned 

Data 

PL01 1900 1902 

PL02 1903 1904 

PL03 1905 1911 

 

PLEX was the code used to report the data back in the period 1900-1910, so by looking at the data it would appear that all the data has been collected using the same 

vessel instance. Using the platform code management system, it would be possible to infer from the child instances which hull was used depending on the date of 

reported measurements in the data. 
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Platform code interface 
The Danish research vessel ‘DANA’ is shown here as a real example in the online interface. The code 26DA is the parent code and has been used for data reporting. In the 

‘Attributes’ page it is clearly indicated that other Platform codes are noted under ‘Multiple Hulls’ (26D1, 26D2, 26D3, 26D4).  
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Clicking on 26D1 shows the information for that instance (hull) of the research vessel under the name DANA. It is clear from the attributes that this is an instance 

commissioned in 1920 and decommissioned again in 1921.  
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Clicking on 26D3 shows the information for that instance (hull) of the research vessel under the name DANA. It is clear from the attributes that this is an instance 

commissioned in 1937 and decommissioned again in 1980.  
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E-Mail Notifications 
The application generates several automated e-mails to keep Requesters and ICES notified of activity in the system.  These include: 

 

New Request Submitted 
 You will receive a confirmation e-mail that your new code request has been received by ICES.  The ICES Data Manager will also receive notification that your request has 

been submitted. 

Additional Information Submitted 
 You will receive a confirmation e-mail that your additional attributes request has been received by ICES.   

Code Assigned 
You will be notified when ICES has successfully assigned your new Code.  This is after approval from the Platform Group and the US NODC/NOAA. 

Code Rejected 
You will be notified when ICES has successfully assigned your new Code.  This is after approval from the Platform Group and the US NODC/NOAA. 

Confirmed by US NODC/NOAA 
ICES will be automatically notified when a proposed code has been confirmed by the US NODC/NOAA. 

Resolving Conflicts 
The ICES Data Manager may send you an e-mail requesting further information about your code request in order to resolve a conflict. 

Comments Added 
ICES does not receive an e-mail notification when a new comment entry is added to a code request. Click on the Alert flag to bring a problem to the Data Manager’s 

attention.  
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The Development Team 
 

Mehdi Abbasi (Mehdi.abbasi@ices.dk)  

 System Design & Analysis 

 Lead Developer (2014) 

 Lead Tester 
 

Lee Daniel Martin (Lmartin@ices.dk) 

 System Design & Analysis 

 Lead Developer (2009-2012) 

 Lead Tester 
 

 Marilynn Sørensen (Marilynn@ices.dk)  

 System Design & Analysis 

 Data Preparation & Loading 

 Testing 
 

Kirstine Larsen Underbjerg (Kirstine@ices.dk) 
 

 Data Preparation & Loading 

 Testing 
 

Neil Holdsworth (Neilh@ices.dk)  

 System Design & Analysis 

 Testing 
 

Additional Support 
 

Please contact accessions@ices.dk for any additional comments or questions you may have about the application. 
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